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Abstract

This article summarizes the authors´ experience from
nearly 20 years of teaching war and peace journalism. The
theoretical point of departure was Johan Galtung´s theory of peace journalism. Through the years, the framework
of the course has been developed including wider historical and cultural perspectives, including post-colonial
studies, gender perspectives and journalist safety. Since
this has been a course with a large proportion of international students, the authors suggest that their participation has enriched the course as well as had an impact on
practicing and teaching journalism in many countries.

Introduction

Today, fake news has become a household name in public debates. We need to remember that a prominent
example of fake news was the U.S.A’s ‘fact’ of the existence of Iraqi weapons of mass destruction in the
year 2003, perhaps the one fake item with the most far-reaching consequences in recent history.
Johan Galtung´s model for peace journalism has been used as an important part of teaching war and peace
journalism both at the bachelor and master level at our institution, more comprehensively so at the graduate
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since 2002.1
overall been very positive.2
while others have used it to gain academic journalism training positions in their home countries by implementing a similar course module there.
from several corners of the world. It explains the historical development of the course, through gradual
model that may be used as a pedagogical tool in class to raise awareness of issues useful to students as future
reporters. Furthermore, it suggests other theoretical approaches to be included, such as post-colonial studies

A Normative Model …?
The point of departure for the course curriculum has been Galtung´s model on war and peace journalism

consequence of lack of a critical alternative approach is that war journalism can contribute to escalating

ness’ and ‘objectivity’ as journalistic guidelines, even though he acknowledges the limitations inherent in
those terms: ‘In this analysis, if we accept that objectivity is at least a worthy aspiration, even though not a
tool to achieve the “whole truth”, then peace journalism fails a key test by imposing other expectations onto
-

mentioned above may be actively used as part of an educational model in order to inspire discussion and in
a sober manner give the students a variety of arguments in their approach to Galtung’s model.
ers make choices, about what to report and how to report it, which create opportunities for society at large
reporting may serve as a suggestion for a new type of investigative reporting. An essential contribution in
coverage is often violence-oriented, propaganda-oriented, elite-oriented and victory-oriented. A potential
-

Galtung´s notion of peace journalism takes a moral and ethical point of departure, acknowledging the fact
1

-

2

Based on anonymous written evaluation forms distributed at the end of the course. In later years, when quantitative mea-
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that media themselves play a role in the propaganda war. It presents a conscious choice: to identify other
ian casualties and civilian survivors) and people’s everyday lives, and thus gives a ‘voice to the voiceless’,
one of journalism’s ethical ideals. It is also truth-oriented, in the sense that it reveals untruth on all sides
frontiers of peace journalism will be expanded to incorporate complementary models such as human rights
Peace journalism approaches can contribute to new courses in journalism schools and universities and

tion is whether it works in practice. This question could of course be answered rhetorically by referring to

academics with a journalistic background to combine the insights from journalistic experiences with the
-

Including Critical Discourse Analysis

points, but while introduced to students, should also undergo critical scrutiny. In earlier works, the model
-

critical discourse analysis is a particularly useful supplement to Galtung’s model since it compensates for
the somewhat strict framework of the model and opens up for an inclusion of long historical perspectives
ing communicative action from a linguistic as well as a social science perspective. The concept ‘discourse’
refers to all kinds of communicative actions, such as language use in written or spoken form, visual images,

-

including the systematic suppression of certain crucial aspects as well as the voices of ordinary people in the
a news text, as well as what is taken for granted, backgrounded or highlighted, we can provide examples of
-
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the need for change in mainstream foreign reporting is obvious and sees peace journalism as a potential

Gender perspectives
Gender issues are vital to understand all features of journalism, and therefore, important to address in
journalism education. For decades, the journalist profession has been dominated by men, both in terms
framing of stories. In this respect, war journalism has not been an exception. The environment among war

The traditional masculine culture in war reporting underestimates women reporters’ ability to cover war

Galtung´s model, when addressing gender, seems to focus mainly on the role of women as victims, sup-

peace news than in war news tallies well with the assumption of women as better peace workers/peace car-

women will be better prepared to work as peace journalists than men, as most of the violence in the world
-

Although the particular referents for masculinities and femininities vary cross-culturally, they are inter-

fact that male journalists represent a wide variety of approaches.

The Case of Afghanistan
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in reporting from/about foreign countries in a war situation.

troops.
there as a freelance journalist. After several critical articles and television reports, he published the book
creased focus on Afghan civilians while questioning the purpose and indeed the results of the invasion and

3 Another

Other more recent examples from our exchange students include a series of term papers focusing on journalism in their home country. One powerful example is a student from Pakistan who monitored the tweets
of journalists in India and Pakistan around the times of heightened tension between the two countries in
di, the civilian population of Afghanistan has been promised a future democracy, including the liberation
4
“

(Repo

stan, is a case for in-depth studies. As it became increasingly clear that the US-led warfare did not rid Af-

of the dominant media discourses shifted from the terrorist threat to one on how a Western we had an obliga-

Post-colonial perspectives, contrapuntal readings
The historical legacy of Western representation of the non-Western other is of importance, and as new po-
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are of great importance. Said suggested a connection, albeit not a stable or mechanical one, between hierar-

Another issue of importance in journalist and academic analysis of warfare is what Edward Said labels
cording to Said it entails a:

-

sistance to it. As we read it, contrapuntal reading may be seen as a way of interpreting a phenomenon from

enemy by the forces of one’s own country, as is done in some daring and controversial documentaries made

Whose voices?
with journalists and academics discussing extremparts of the world. In Afghanistan, journalists previously risked arrest if they did so, but many also think
that Taliban, who have threatened and killed journalists, should not be allowed a voice. On the other hand,
recent research shows that Taliban spokespersons are indeed cited in Afghan news, and that they, according
gian journalists feel it as part of their duty to report on the views and motivations of people joining Taliban

Film producer Alain Brigand provides a powerful, illustrative example of global, contrapuntal reading. In
gee camp in Iran, where a teacher tries to explain to her young students what happened in the U.S.A. The
by Idrissa Ouedraogo from Burkina Faso, focuses on a group of young boys eager to catch an Osama bin

tion with partners in countries such as Bangladesh, Indonesia, Pakistan and Tunisia, addressing fundamental issues for journalists, and
including both academics and journalists. For more information, see https://blogg.hioa.no/jmic/ . This website tries to develop some
global tools also concerning war and peace journalism.
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lowed by fruitful discussions, creating an atmosphere of understanding that people interpret realities and act
according to their own historical context including war experiences, and social conditions.

Academics and practitioners
Two intensive weeks of lecturing and course work allow us also to include guest speakers i.e. journalists
where. The pedagogical model is one of dialogue, including panels where journalists exchange views and/or
Uganda and Zimbabwe. We consider their knowledge ‘from the ground’ an extremely valuable part of the
learning process and the students highly value such diversity in the classroom. They have faced the challenge of presenting the media situation in their respective countries, as well as speaking of their understanding of selected parts of the reading list, which has led to vivid debates. Furthermore, we bring in colleagues
from our own department, widely known for its group of internationally experienced academics, with expeas journalists and academics.

A wider impact

commission
8
The necessity of teaching students the value of critical public debate, also when our own national forces
are at war is obvious. By including lectures on mechanisms in propaganda and psychological operations
faced with the rhetoric of their own government as well as other proponents of warfare.

-

British parliament contributed to revealing the untruth ‘on all sides’.

Propaganda and psychological operations

libya-intervention Accessed 02.12.2018
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unit in the invading forces, but was sold to the media as a spontaneous act by cheering Iraqis who supposedly welcomed the forces. Even though journalists at the spot witnessed a military truck tearing down the
statue in a half empty square, news media all over the world took the bait and printed false propaganda

-

sion stations as training posts for some of its psychological operations personnel.

-

between journalism and propaganda.

Safety and the battle against impunity
10
Earlier research indicates that although killing of foreign correspondents tend to garner most international
publicity, it is overwhelmingly local journalists who are killed while reporting on local expressions of war,
corruption or the activities of criminal groups. This trend holds across all regions. Political groups, military
situation when we know that according to freedom of expression network IFEX, nine out of ten violent
crimes against journalists are never prosecuted. There is no doubt that violence against journalists will continue as long as the perpetrators get away with such crimes.
on the safety of journalists has become vital in our course work at several levels.11

rison’s conclusion is that journalists are subject to increased physical and psychological attacks, harassment,
threats, smear campaigns, arbitrary detentions, deprivation of liberty and kidnapping. Journalists must also
mechanisms are created to suppress journalists. Anti-terrorism legislation is used to falsely charge and
sentence journalists. Another problem is implementation of laws with restrictions towards journalism and
freedom of expression. Journalists receive threats and insults, in addition to being subjects to surveillance,
violent threats against journalists may be discussed within the framework of the classical ideals of ‘the
fourth estate’ and f
recent wars.
10
11

The course presents fresh research on the safety issue, and participants are encouraged to take part in further safety training
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cluded from international statistics, while local monitors include them since some attacks target media
institutions. Journalists in Afghanistan report that they and their employers take more safety measures than
before, and many have been subject to both threats and physical injuries. This recent research reveals that

Recommended: a multi-perspective
Successful attempts have been made to include courses in war and peace journalism in some other institutions. There is evidence to suggest that these courses have had an impact on the careers of some course
As a result of academic courses such as the one examined here and a related one in Sweden, we suggest a
•
•
•
•
•
By raising awareness among our national and international students about the above perspectives, we hope
to improve critical reporting on national and multinational military forces, and raising awareness about the
-

wards a solution-oriented journalism.

their roles as educators of future journalists. This is a role several student have already taken on, in countries
including post-colonial studies and gender perspectives. To approach journalism in this sensitive area, there
is a constant need to work to improve and develop existing models of analysis, and generate an atmosphere
of open debate, including perspectives from students who have a wide range of experiences from countries
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Appendix I

•

, parties, goals,
issues, general ‘win, win’ orientation

•

anywhere, also in history/culture
•
•

derstanding
•
•

the weapon
•

war occurs

•
• closed space, closed time, causes and exits in

-

• making wars opaque/secret
• ‘us-them’ journalism, propaganda, voice, for

-

• see ‘them’ as the problem, focus on who pre-

‘us’

vails in war

• dehumanisation of ‘them’, more so the worse

the weapon
•
: waiting for violence before reporting
•

•

and glory, damage to structure/ culture)
• expose untruths on all sides
• uncover all cover-ups

• expose ‘their’ untruths
• help ‘our’ cover-ups/lies
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•

children, giving voice to the voiceless

males, being their mouthpiece

• give name to all evil-doers
• focus on people peacemakers

• give name to their evil-doers
• focus on elite peacemakers

•
• highlight peace initiatives, also to prevent more

•
•

war
• focus on structure, culture, the peaceful society
• aftermath: resolution, reconstruction, reconciliation

•
•
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conceal peace initiatives, before victory is at
hand
focus on treaty, institution, the controlled society
leaving for another war, return if the old war

